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Safe Toys and Celebrations Month

You should always consider the age of whomever you are giving a present. For instance, you should avoid toys 
with small parts when buying for a toddler, and ensure the subject matter of the gift is age-appropriate. 
However, some toys may still be harmful despite being marketed as appropriate for the recipient’s age. 

The American Academy of Ophthalmology stresses that projectile toys, especially, have the potential for 
scraping eyes and even causing cataracts, despite typically being sold as gifts for children age 15 and younger. 
The organization acknowledges other dangers inherent with seasonal gift giving and recommends the following 
precautions:

- Avoid toys with sharp or protruding parts.
- Keep toys for older children away from younger siblings.
- Check toy labels for age and play recommendations.
- Make sure children are supervised when playing.
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